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RIGHTS AND DUTIES

_/

_ The main aim of modern states is to provide more and more facilities to its citizens and

to improve thelr living standard and to make their lives more comfortable and happy To
achieve this aim, state provides many facilities which are termed as Rights. Popularity and
* the development of the state is known by the rights it provides to its citizens. The state which

‘provides more rights is termed as a good state. Prof. Laskl has aptly said, “The state is
known by the rights it maintains.”

Rights are necessary conditions for the personal, “somal economic, political, moral and-
intellectual development of individual and along with the development of individual it ensure
social development also. In N brief, we can say that rights are an environment which makes
possible the development of individual along with the development of the somety

o TWO ASPECTS OF RIGHTS
There are two aspects of Rights— I. Personal Aspect and II. Social Aspect.

l. Personal Aspect—By personal aspect we mean that the rights are essential for the
personal development of an individual such as- Right to Work, Right to Education, Right to

Famlly Life etc. EJ

Il. Social Aspect—By social aspect of rights we mean that rights are linked with the
social development, so individual should make use of his rights keeping in mind the social
interests. For example, in democracy the pec';ple are given the right to speech and expression,
‘but this does not mean that this right should be used to throw mud on others or to abuse
others. Ih brief, there is a close relationship between the personal and social aspect of

rights.

Al

MEANING AND DEFINITIONS OF RIGHTS

To explain the concept of rights, many political scientists have given different definitions,
which are written below : :

According to Wilde, ‘A nght is a reasonable claim to the .freedom as the exercise of

certain activities.” _ . .
According to Sriniwas Shastri, “In its essence a right is an instrument, role or practice

sanctioned by the law of the community and conducive to the highest moral good of the

citizens.”
According to T.H. Green, “Rights are those powers which are necessary for the fulfilment

of man'’s vocation as moral being.”

51
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According to Austin, “Rights mean one man's capacity of exa

of forbearance.” ,
According tc: salmond, “A right is an interest protected by a rule of right
an interest, the respect for which is duty and violation of which is wrong.”
According to Holland, “Right is one man’s capacity of influencing the acts of another by
means not of his own strength but of the opinion or the force of the society.”

According to Bosanquet, “A right is a claim recognized by the society and enforced by

(justice). It is

the state.”

According to Prof. Laski “Rights are those conditions of social life without which no
man can seek to be himself at his best. :

According to Dr. Beni Prasad, “Rights are nothing more and nothing less than those
social conditions which are necessary or favourable to the development of personality.”

Conclusion : After reading above definitions, we can conclude that rights are those
‘claims which are necessary for the growth of individuals. Society gives recognition to these
claims and the state enforces these. In these days, an individual can enjoy only those rights
which are given by the state. Today, therefore, the state is the only source of rights and the
state is also the guardian of rights. : -

NATURE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF RIGHTS

Following are the main characteristics of Rights :

1. Rights are possible only in the Society—The first main characteristic of rights is
that it can only be enjoyed in the society. Without society, we cannot even think of rights. A
man living outside in the society or acting against the social principles cannot have any right.
It is not his right but his power.

2. Rights are the claims of the Individual—According to Wilde, rights are individual's
claims. He can ask for it in the present states. When anybody tries to take away his rights, he
is punished by the law. Rights are protected by the law and judiciary.

3. Rights are recognized and enforced by the State—Rights are recognized by the

state. The rights which are sgn_ctioned by the society are included into t itution. They
are determined by the law of the state. Violation of the law invites punishme nt. In other

words, we can say that rights cannot be enforced without the sanctions of the state.

_ 4. R-ights are recognized by the Society—Individual's demands ultimately turn into
rights which get the sanction of the society. These demands are accepted as rights by the

s'ociety, Pgblic welfare is the main motive behind these demands. A person cannot use his
rights against the welfare of the society.

- lsh F"Qh'ts are n'ot Absolute—Rights are never absolute because—(i) We_can enjoy
y those rights which are sanctioned by the society and enforced by the state, (i) We

cann i i g : .
ot exercise rights against public welfare and (jii) State can limit any right, keeping "
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ViM public welfare and the W‘g'f?f_? Qf At_lffsit?_}e. In short, we can say that rights can be
enjoyed within certain limits. :

6. Rights are equal for All—Rights are equal for all the people living in the state and
make no discrimination on the basis of their caste, creed, reli_g_;i_qn agg race-etc. In other
words, rights make no discrimination between rich and the poot, high and low, black and
Wj}if_e. weak and pO_VE’_f_ul etc. The purpose of rights is to provide eqy_al opportunities of

[N—

development to all living in the state. This is also known as the universal nature of rights.

7. Rights are bound with Duties—There is a close relationship between rights and
duties. They are two sides of the same coin. One person’s right is another’s duty and vice-
versa. In short, my duties are his rights and my rights are his duties.

8. Rights keep on Changing—Rights'keep on changing with time, circumstances and
.durability. In emergency, rights can be limited in India. In democratic countries, citizens
Wtﬁshig_or' than in totalitarian states. Moreover, every state tries
to give more and more rights to its citizens according to its capactiy. Len

9. Rights can be used for Social Good—Rights are not individual’s perso.nal demands
only but its motive is much higher. The question of welfare is involved in it. RM
prow and so rights are used for the good of the society and public good.
Individual has to make a balance between personal and social benefits. According to
‘Asirvatham, “All rights must in the last resort, be relative to some common or moral good.”

10. Rights are moral and Reasonable—Only those demands are considered rights
which are moral, reasonable and good for the society. The demand which is immoral or
unreasonable is not accepted by the society. For example, stealing, telling a lie and gambling

etc cannot become rights. -

11. Welfare nature of Rights—Rights should be of welfare nature meaningby the
‘rigﬁ'g's should not only be related with the personal development of an individual rather these
should be related with the development of the entire society. A particular condition may be
good for the personal development of an individual but in case the same is not in consonance
with the interests of society or is against social development then such a condition cannot bé
accepted as a right. In brief, the rights should be in accordance with the general welfare of

the society.
Conclusion : After reading the views written above, we can say that rights are the

reasonable claims of an individual which are recognized by the society and are enforced by
the state. Rights are equal for all and make no distinction among the people on the basis of
their caste, colour, creed, religion etc. But we must remember that the rights are not absolute

and can be enjoyed in consonance to the interests of the society.

|
]
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CLASSIFICATION OR KINDS OF RIGHTS ‘
done as following : |

54

Classification of the rights can be

Fllights
R I - | 1
(Natural Rights) * (Moral Rights) B (LePal Rights) | (Fundamental Rights)
' | I ]
(Civil Rights) . (Economic Rights) (Political Rights) -

" From the above graph, it is clear that rights can be divided into four major categories :

1. Natural Rights—According to few intellectuals, man is given few rights by the nature -

and those rights are called natural rights. According to John Locke, before the emergence
of the state man was living in the state of nature and he enjoyed many rights. These were
natural rights. State cannot withdraw these rights rather it protects them.

- But in modern age, the concept of Natural Rights is not accepted because rights cannot
be enjoyed outside the society and the state. Individual can enjoy only those rights which are
sanctioned by the state. -

2. Moral Rights—Hights which are based on the morality of the society are called
moral rights. These rights are backed by the morality of the society. This is the moral right of
old parents to make use of the services of their children. But if the children do not look after
their old parents they cannot ask for any legal actions. These rights are neither accepted by
the state nor rejected by it and there is only the sanction of political opinion behind these.

3. Fundamental Rights—In democracy, the rights which are necessary for the all
round growth of an individual are called Fundamental rights. These rights are included in the
constitution of the state. Judiciary protects these rights. Fundamental rights were first included
in the constitution of United States of America. After this, the fundamental rights were included
in the Wiemar Constitution of Germany, Irish Constitution of 1922, and Soviet Constitution of
1936. But after Second World War the Fundamental Rights were included into the constitution

of Japan, China, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka etc. Today, the inclusion of rights in the -

constitution is the sign of a democratic and good constitution.
for the protection of Fundamental Rights. |

The following Fundamental Rights have been included
1. Right to Equality .

2. Right to Freedom

3. Right against Exploitation

4. Right to Religious Freedom

9. Cultural and E.ducaﬂonal Righfs

6. Right to Constitutional Remedies.

The citizens can go to courts .

“in the Indian Constitution :
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4. Legal Rights—Legal rights are those rights which are legally gIQen to citizens and‘ 3
which are protec.ted by the csaurts. According to Leacock, “A legal right Is a privilege enjoyed
py & citizen against fellow citizens, granted by the.soverelgn power of the state and upheld
py that power.” | | |

Legal Rights can be subdivided into three categories :

1. Civil Rights | 7

2. Economic Rights

3. Political Rights

Now we will discuss these rights in detail :

1. CIVIL RIGHTS

These rights are necessary for the all round growth of individual and we cannot think of
a civilized life without these rights. These are given to each and every member of the state.

The brief description of civil rights is given below :

1. Right to Life—Right to life is the basic need of every human being. Without right to
life, we cannot dream of civilized society and the state. If the state will not protect the lives of
its citizens then the citizens will always feel insecure. Prof. Laski has aptly said, “/f human
being is not provided right to life, his whole life will be spent in saving himself.” To protect the
right to life, individual is given right to self-defence. For defending self, no punishment is
given. In the same way, state does not permit anybody to commit suicide. For the protection
of human lives state performs many functions. But many times, state withdraws this right
and gives death sentence also. | -

Life of the individual is not for his self only, it is for the society also, therefore, an individual
do not have the right to commit suicide. According to Thomas Acquinas, “Suicide is an
offence against oneself, one’s gommuniry and God himself.” -

2. Right to Family—To maintain and carry out the human race, right to family life is
very necessary. Every state gives protection to this right. Man can marry according to his
own choice. He can bear children. This right fulfils man’s sexual desires also but this right
can be enjoyed within the framework of society. To achieve better results government makes
laws regarding marriages, divorce, the number of wives a man can have and the distribution
of property. Lo |

3. Right to Personal Freedom—Right to personal freedom is an essence of human
life, because without this the development of the individual life is not possible. An individual
Must get personal freedom for the development of his mental and physical faculities. While
expressing his views about personal freedom, Laskl has sald, “It implies the power to expand
the choice of individual of his own way of life without imposed restrictions.” o

4. Right to Education— Right to education Is necessary for bringing consciousness
and awareness among the citizens. Man can enjoy his rights and perform his duties only
When he is aware of his rights. Education gives the knowledge of rights and duties. To achieve
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to expand the scope of |
id is given to the poor |

n
aducation colleges 8 ¥ g Rooms and Libraries |

deserving students. Freeé education is also given 10 stu
::‘ construc i iiag and villages:
5. Right to Religious Freedom——m

freedom. Under this right, man has {
« qiven to construct temple

untries, man is given right to religious |
y religion and propagate his religion.
waras. State cannot impose any religion on

ligious freedom.
ity means that there W

democratic €0

ill be no discrimination on |

: : i lit

6. Right 10 Equality—Right 10 e ; iqhts are given 10 everybody in
: ity or status in the society. Equal rights g y
the basis of caste, community .o n the basis of language, caste, sex

all the spheres of life. .
and economic position. This is the comer stone of democratic state.

7. Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression—-Right to speak is a normal right
and without this right, no conversation can take place. Man is given the right to express his
thoughts either orally or in writing. This right is gaining more and more credibility in the
democratic countries. Socrates considers right to express his thoughts essential and better '
than right to ive. Milton has aptly said, “Give me the liberty to utter and argue freely according
to the conscience above all other liberties.” Regarding the right to freedom of thought and
expression, Maclver has said, “The state should not use force to supress opinions. Opinions
can be fought only by opinions. Only thus, it is possible for truth to be revealed.” Supression

of thought and expression can result into revolution.

movea-.frr::algyh:xt:vii:j;e:zom :f IIVI‘ovement—l-E‘w.ery citizen is free to move freely. Right t0
i opportun;iatpeo tunmes to-an' individual to make his life better. Wherever an
A it e uI |s o make his life petter, he moves to that place. Apart from this,
cteo v Tkt .90 b adgets an op.porltumty to understand his surroundings. The state

go abroad. In case this right is not provided, the life of the individual will be

like of the life of a frog i
g in the well. But keeping in mi
 life of a f ind t i '
order an individual is not allowed to visit certain places e Speyly o LSS S

9. Right to Press—Press i
=" —~Press is considered as the ¢ ' ‘
means citizens are f s the guardian of human ri i
These sources mou|;ezl:g”2x§r?sis their views through books newspapgr‘:anlgr]r:\;;;Z;;eesss
nion and brin ' ~ '
press the people get an P g political awarene iti
0 i ss am
pportunity to place thelr grievances before the ngecmzeni_. ; hrougf;
rnment. Becaus

of the freedom of
press, many s

o o cams

asonable limitations on the freedom ;a;?esbseen unearthed. But the government can put

10. Right to se
to secure justice | cure Justice—To provid
i e is provided b e Justice to poor - ,
u . again
lc ;t‘:ce s withdrawn from cmzy the state. Many rights will comegt v explona-non and righ
lust'Dlaint against injustice. Th ens. Constitution provides us ri o nothing if right to secure
Ice Is an uncivilized so’cl @ soclety In which an individ fight to secure ustics and 7
ety and the situation of might Iuall dhOGS nothaye efightto g
_ s right prevails. i

e
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~_11. Right to form Associations—To fulfil different necessities of life, man forms many
associations. Associations can be political, economic, social or cultural. State recognizes
these associations. To fulfil his needs man can become member of any association. But
state does not allovy to form associations which are anti-national. State can ban such
associations.

12. Right to Contract—For the protection and promotion of his interests an individual
has freedom to enter into contract with other individuals, institutions and associations etc. It
strengthens mutual relations. This is the reason that zamindars and farmers, industrialists
and the labourers, money lenders and borrowers and the people who do joint business
enter into written contracts which are authenticated by the state and the state protects such
contracts also. But in view of public interests the state can put: limitation on the right to
contract. According to Indian constitution, to take Begar, human trafficking or to misuse the
children who are below 14 years of age in factories etc is prohibited and no contract can be
made for this.

13. Right to Freedom in domestic Matters—Every individual has the right to live his
domestic life according to his wishes. He has freedom in the field of the upbringing of his
children and to eat and dress. But no individual has the right to misuse his domestic freedom.
If need arises, the state can regulate ihe domestic freedom also. In China no married couple
is allowed to produce more than one child and in Malaysia no man is allowed to keep long

hairs.

14. Right to Social Security—The people get right to social security in case of old
age, sickness or in case of becoming handicap to work. In such a situation provisions are
made for the fulfilment of the basic economic needs of an individual and in case of sickness
one is provided medical help. The 'present day welfare state is concerned with the development

of the total life of an individual. |

15. Right to Service — Today many of the states have provided the right to get various
services within fixed time and for this purpose, laws have also been passed. Under such
laws time has been fixed to get services and the concerned official is bound to provide
particular service within that time and in case he faiis to do so, he has to give reason otherwise
legal action is taken against him. Such laws have been passed by the state of Bihar, Punjab

and Guijrat etc in India.
2. ECONOMIC RIGHTS

Economic rights enable the individual to earn his livelihood and these differ from state
to state. The economic rights can be divided Into the following kinds— *

1. Right to Work—Every state provides Its citizens the right to work according to his
own choice. Employment is necessary for living a better life. Man works in order to feed his
own family and himself. Many developed states have Included the right to work in its

fundamental rights. In former Soviet Union, every cltizen was given this right. But this does
not mean that other states do not try to provide work to its unemployed citizens. Every state

Scanned with CamScanner




58 Modern Political Theory (Semester-11) (G.N.D.U,)

according to its capacity tries to provide work to its citizens. They create many jobs by
establishing new factories and industries. State also fixes the maximum hours to work. But it
prevents to do those works which are against the security and welfare of the state.

2. Right to adequate Wages—Man does not demand job only but adequate wages
also. |f a man is given adequate wages he will take much interest in hLT._ work. It will increase
not only production but his economic condition also. According to Laski, “A man has not only
the right to work, he has the right to be paid adequate wages for his labour.” State fixes

minimum wages for labourers.

3. Right to Property—Right to property is the most controversial right. Ari§totle and
Locke were against this right. Karl Marx regarded property as means of exploitation and
said that it was collected by wrong means. For this matter, socialist countries are against this
right. But we should not forget that the right to property has influenced the culture and
civilizations of every state. State can limit the right to property if it affects the public welfare.

4. Right to Rest and Leisure=—Modern state also provides right to leisure because

man is not a machine which can work continuously. To achieve this purpose, state limits the
working hours and makes provisions of vacations. Rest houses are constructed in factories

and industries etc for the labourers.

5. Right to Economic Security— Right to Economic Security is the corner stone of
modern welfare states. This right includes economic security in old age, in illness, and
unemployment etc. Many welfare states give pension in- old age. It also gives unemployment
allowance. ‘

6. Right to fixed hours of Works— With the purpose to save the labourers from the
exploitation of the capitalists, the \_Né)rking hours of the labourers are fixed by the state and
for the extra hours of ‘work they are paid extra. If this was not done the labourers will be
exploited by the rich. :

3. POLITICAL RIGHTS

The political rights enable the citizens to take part in the affairs (administration) of the.
state. But these rights are given to citizens alone. Following are the important Political Rights—

1. Right to Vote—In democracy, the supreme power of the state is vested among the
‘people and the people make use of this power through their representatives who are elected
on the basis of the universal adult franchise. To achieve this purpose, without making any
discrimination on the basis of caste, colour, creed or religion etc, every adult is given the
right to vote. This way this right Is the foundation of democracy. But to get the right to vote a
fe.quualiﬂcations are fixed by the state and an Individual who fulfils these qualifications is
gn-ren the right to vote. This valuable right is not glven to insane, criminals bankrupts and
minors etc. For exercising the right to vote age Is fixed and whosoéver aitt:'slins that age is

given the right to vote. In England, USA and India, th i
: , the right to ini
years of age. . g vote is given on attaining 18

-

et
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2. Right to Contest Election—In democracy, an individual is a ruler as well as ruled.
Along with the right to vote, a citizen is given the right to get elected also. Every citizen who
fulfils the required qualifications can contest election to become the member of representative

bodies such as Parliament, State Legislative Assemblies, Municipal Councils, Panchayats -

and Local Self Bodies etc. But the persons who do not fulfil the required qualifications are not
given the right to contest election. For contesting election, age is also fixed as in India for
becoming the member of Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies, the age is 25 years
and for the office of President and Vice-President, it is fixed 35 years.

3. Right to hold Public Offices—In the state there are many administrative, judicial
and political offices which are open to all the eligible citizens. No discrimination is made
among the people on the basis of their caste, religion, gender, colour, race etc. But different

qualifications are fixed for different offices and to some offices recruitment is made through
open competitive examinations. Apart from this, the constitution of India provides for"

reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Backward Classes etc.

4. Right to form Political Parties and Associations Etc.—In democracy, the people
get the right to form political parties and various associations etc. The people who have
common political ideas or are committed to a particular ideology, join together and form a
political party. Through political parties they do various political activities such as they contest
elections, form government after winning the elections, the opposition parties criticize the
government bring political enlightenment among the citizens etc. The people also form
various associations for the fulfilment of their different needs. But they are not allowed to
form any such political party or association which is harmful to general public interests or the

interests of the nation.

5. Right to Petition—In democracy, the people do have the right to petitidn for the

redressal of their grievances. Collectively or individually they can prepare the list of their
grievances and place the same before the concerned officials. The officials pay special
attention to the complaints of the people and also try to redress the same.

6. Right to Criticize the Government—In democracy the people do have the right to
criticize the actions and policies of the government. From time to time, the people express
their reaction against the actions of the government through newspapers, magazines,
'public assemblies, protest marches etc. This way they try to make the government
responsible also. If such a right is not granted to the people, the government can become
iresponsible and absolute and may act arbitrarily. In democracy, the people should be
provided maximum opportunities to criticise the government as responsible criticism is the

life of democracy.
7. Right to protection in other Countries—Today so many citizens go to other

countries for getting education or to do business or just for leisure or in search of employment.
It is the responsibility of the state to provide them security even in other countries. Every
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. iti roblem i
state has its embassies in other countries and whenever any citizen faces any p in

other country he or she can establish contact with the embassy in that country which will take
care of his/her problems. i

8. Right to information—Including India about twenty countries of the world have
provided the right to information to its citizens who can get information from the government.
The Supreme Court of India has included the right to information in the list of the Fundamental

Rights. It brings transparency in the administration and the administration becomes
responsible.

Apart from the rights written above, the right to freedom of speech, the right to press
and the right to become the member of various associations etc which we have studied in
the list of Civil Rights can also be included in the category of political rights.

— - a e W e ST T S W e T P W
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. DUTIES
g What is Duty ?

The word ‘Duty’ has been derived from the word ‘Debt’ which means loan. Thus, duty is

a kind of loan which citizen pays in return of his rights. It is an obligation. A man is said to
have a duty in any matter when he is under an obligation to do or not to do something. Duty
is something we owe to others as social being. In other words, we can say that every individual
has certain responsibilities towards self, towards society and towards the state and these
responsibilities are known as Duties. In the words of former President Dr. Zakir Hussain,

“Duty is not dumb obedience, it is an active desire to fulfil obligations and responsibilities.”
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= CLASSIFICATION OF DUTIES

ciassfied into three categories :

Il. Legal Duties and Ill. Fun
1. MORAL DUTIES

ed on the accepted moral assumptions of the society and to obey
these is good for the individual and the society. To respect the elders, to love the younger, to
serve the parents, 10 help the deprived section of society and 1o behave in a decent manner
with others etc areé the moral duties of an individual. But if one does not perform his moral
duties, he or she cannot be compelled to do sO because there is no legal sanction behind the
moral duties. To perform or not to perform moral duties, depends upon the will of an individual.
Following are some of the important moral duties— |

1. Duties towards One's Self
Every person has certain duties towards self such as :

. 1. Character Building—To develop one's character is everybody's moral duty because
only a person of high moral character can contribute positively to the well-being of the
community. - ' '

1l. Self-control—It is the duty of everybody to make self control, the principle of his life.

_ 1Il. Good Health—'A sound mind in a sound body’ is the golden principle, therefore, it
is the duty of everybpdy to pay proper attention towards his physical fitness.

cal Theory (Semester-1I) (G.N.D.U,)

Duties can be
I. Moral Duties,

damental Duties.

- Moral duties are bas

. I\f. Honesty-lt is also the moral duty of éverybody to make honesty the guiding principie
of his life. Only an honest man can become an ideal citizen.

V. Truthfulness—To speak truth is the mo
- ral duty of ev :
and God is Truth. ¥ erybody because Truth is God

VL. ion— ion b in hi nen
. f| To.gfat Educatlon Education helps man in his mental and intellectual development.
efore, it is the moral duty of everybody to get education

Vil. To earn One's Livelihood—It i :
livelihood. | Itis thg duty of everybody to make efforts to earn his

VIil. Simple living and. hi inkini ' |
. gh Thinking— i : ,
living and high thinking. g—One should believe in the principle of simple

IX. Discipli ; -
plined daily Life—It is also the duty of everybody to lead a disciplined life

X. Progressive O =
utlook—Ilt is also the duty of everybody to have a progressive outlook

which will help hi
p him to grow. It will also be helpful in the development of the society

Xl. Hard work—Hard
rk—rHard work -
everybody to work hard. s gey o success, therefore, it is also the moral duty of

2. Moral Duties towards Family

| §

\
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I. Obedience—This is the duty of every individual to obey the orders of the senior
members of his family.

Il. Ideal atmosphere in Home——Every individual should help to create an ideal
atmosphere in the home.

| lll. Procreation of Children—To sustain the human race, children should be produced.
Therefore, to produce children is the moral duty of parents.

IV. To take care of the health of Others—To look after the health of the other members
of family is the duty of an individual. ' ~
| V. Fulfilment of the Needs—To pay proper attention to the fulfiment of the various
needs of the family, is the moral duty of every individual.

VI. Family Planning—Growing population is a serious problem in these days, therefore,
every individual should plan his family.

- VII. Saving—One should save money to fulfil the future needs of his family.

VIil. To provide education to his Children—It is the moral duty of every parent to

provide proper and adequate facilities to their children to get education.

IX. To look after the old Parents—This is also the moral duty of the children to look
after their old parents and to fulfil their needs. In China, it is the legal duty of the citizens to

look after their old parents. -

X. To bring fame to the Family—One should always do such actions which bring fame
and glory to the names of his family. '

3. Moral duties Towards Society

‘Man gets most of the things from society, therefore, he owes certain duties to society

such as:
I. Social Service—One should always have the sense of social service and devote

himself to social service.
Il. To keep the surroundings Clean—To keep his surroundings clean is the duty of

~ every individual.

lll. To eradicate soci
everybody should help in removing these evils.
IV. Co-operation—One should always be ready to co- operate with others.

V. To spread love among Others—One should always try to spread love in the society.

This will help in making the society beautiful.
VL. Help in arresting Criminals—One should always be ready to help the authorities in

aF-‘prehendmg the criminals.

al Evils—Social evils are a curse to the society, therefore,
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VIL. Development of Village and City—One should always play a positive Tole in the

development of his village and city wherever he lives.
VIIl. To join others in SOrfows and Happiness—T0 Join in the sorrows

of the neighbours, is also the moral duty of an individual.

IX. To have Compassion—One should always have com
ready to help them if there is a need.

4. Moral Duties towards Humanity

and happiness

passion for others and be

Man is a social animal and he is member of the whole humanity. Therefpre,.he has

certain duties towards humanity such as :
l. Not to Discriminate : Not to discriminate among

individual. -

Il. To help in the maintenance of worl
therefore, everybody should play his role in the maintenance of world peace.

lil. To rise above blind Nationalism—To be nationalist is a very good quality, but

blind nationalism is an evil. Therefore, it is the duty'of everybody to rise above the sense of

people, is the moral duty of every

d Peace—World peace is the need of the time,

“narrow nationalism. _ |
IV. To help the Poor—One should always be ready to help the poor.

V. Sense of World Citizenship—One should always think of himself as the citizen of
the whole world.

II. LEGAL DUTIES

The duties which are enjoined on citizens by the law of the state and are enforceable by
courts, are known as legal duties. Failure to perform Iegal duties is punishable. It is my duty
to obey the laws of the state. If | do not, | can be punished accordingly. Important legal duties
are mentioned below : '

1. Loyalty towards the State—It is the basic duty of every citizen to be loyal to the
. state. He should always be ready to offer his services to the state. It is also his duty to defend
the state against all enemies and dangers and to assist in the maintenance of peace and .
order. '

\ 2. Obedience to Laws—Obedience to laws is the legal duty of every citizen. Laws are
made by the state to run its administration peacefully and efficiently. In the absenvce of laws
there will be anarchy. If the citizens do not obey laws, the maintenance of law and order is'
not possible, in case the laws are not obeyed state gives punishment

3. .
Respect of the Constitution—Constitution is the supreme law of the country and it

is the duty of everybody to re .
— Yy spect it. Constitution can be amended through constitutional

e
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4. Respect for the National Flag—It Is also the duty of every citizen to respect the
national flag. In India, it is the legal duty of every citizen to respect the national flag otherwise
one year's imprisonment can be given to an offender. ‘ |

5. Payment of Taxes—To do different sort of functions state needé money which is
collected from the people in form of taxes. So to pay taxes honestly, Is the duty of every
citizen otherwise state won't be able to do welfare functlons.

6. Proper use of right to Vote—In democratlc state every adult has the right to vote. It
is the most sacred right and it is also the duty of every citizen to make a proper use of it.
Through the exercise of this right citizens elect thelr representatives who form government.
So citizens should vote for the right candidates.

7. Military Service—Ilt is the army which protects the state from external invasions and
also maintains law and order within the state when called for. In some countries military
service is made compulsory and in some countries able bodied citizens are asked to do this
service in case there is war or some emergency. So it is the duty of every citizen to do this
service when it is needed.

8. Co-operation with the Government—It is also the duty of every citizen to co-operate
with the government in runnin‘g the administration, and in the maintenance of law and order.
One should also co-operate in apprehending the culprits otherwise it may not be possible for
the state to run the administration efficiently. It is also the legal duty of the citizens to help the

* state during natural calamities like floods, draught, earthquake and famine etc.

9. Protection of Public Property—Railways, buses, post offices and all other
government buildings are public property and it is the legal’duty of every citizen to protect it.
Harm to the Public property is loss of the people. So protection of it is our interest.

In brief, we can say that there is sanction of the state 'behind legal duties and by laws ,
the state gets these enforced. All the citizens of the state are bound to obey the legal duties |
and anybody who violates the legal duties gets punishment.

[II. FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES

The duties which are essential for the development of an individual and for the welfare
of society are known as Fundamental Duties. Besides this, the duties which are included in
the constitution which is the highest law of the country are also known as Fundamental
Duties. Generally in democratic states fundamental rights of an individual are included in the .
constitution whereas duties are not included because the general notion is that alongwith
rights duties come automatically. Yet provision of duties has been made in the constitutions
of a few countries and China was the first communist country to include duties into the
constitution. The fundamental duties were Included Into the constitution of India through
42nd Amendment made in 1976.
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RELATION BETWEEN RIGHTS AND DUTIES
| OR

TIES ARE CO-RELATED

OR

RIGHTS AND DUTIES ARE TWO SIDES OF THE SAME COIll\I
and In return of every right we have to discharge

some duties. If we do not discharge our duties properly, our rights becof":s me'c;:lnlngtless_
They are two sides of the same coin and always go together as two h.nes of the ralway track
or two banks of a canal. They are as closely related as man and f"IIS shadow or ID_C?dV aﬂci
soul. In the words of Wilde, “It is only in the world of dutles_that rights have srgnlflqance.

According to V.S. Shastri, “Rights and duties are the same thing looked at from two different

Dr. Beni Prasad also says, “They are two aspects of the same thing. If one looks at
d point, they are rights and if one looks at them from the stand

RIGHTS AND DU

Rights and Duties are closely related

points.
them from one's own stan
point of others, they are duties.” :

While expressing his views about the close relations between rights and duties, Mahatma

Gandhi also said that give only duties and they will get rights automatically. Duguit also
says, “In welfare state, there are only duties not rights. ” s ;

Before explaining the relations between rights and duties further it is essential to know
the meaning of rights and duties. :

Meaning of Rights—Rights are those conditions of social life which are recognized by
the society and enforced by the state. Rights are those claims of an individual which he must
get and in case these get violated he can go to courts. Rights are universal and every citizen
of the state gets these. But these are not absolute as these ‘can be enjoyed within certain

limitations. According to Laski “Rights are those conditions of social life without which no
man can seek himself to be at his best.”

) Mea“i"_g of Duty—When doing or not doing something is not up to us rather we have
to do it that is known as duty. In return of every right we owe a duty.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RIGHTS AND DUTIES
While expressin
had said that one shoul

While expressing his vie '
has said : £ Ws about the relationship between Rights and Duties, Prof. Laski

l. “My right 'implies your duty.”
I1. “My right implies my duty to admit

i a simi "
Il “I shall exercise my right to prom ar faht of yours.

ote social good.”
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IV. “Since the state guarantees and maintains my right, | have the duty to support the
state.” These views of Prof. Laski are explained under the following headings—

1. Rights and duties go Together—Rights and dutles are closely related and cannot
be separated from one another. They both go side by side and are the two sldes of the same
ocoin. If society provides an Individual with opportunities to feel happy and prosperous, It also
imposes an obligation on him that he should allow others the same opportunities of feeling -
happy and prosperous. If | have a tight to work and earn my living It is my duty to recognize
the same tight to others and accede to them those conditions in which they can enjoy their
right to work and eam thelr living. This is a simple but golden rule of soclal conduct; do unto
others as you wish to be done to you. So, we come to the conclusion that rights and duties
go together. , - |

2. My right is Other's Duty—Rights can be enjoyed only In the world of duties. For
gvery right there is corresponding duty and If the others do not discharge their duties properly,
the rights become meaningless. Therefore, my right is other's duty. | can enjoy my right only .,
if the others allow me to do the same. | have the right to life and it is the duty of others to
protect my life and not to cause any harm to'it. '

3. My rights is my Duty Also—Rights are not the monopoly of any single individual.
Everybody gets these equally. This means that others also have the same rights which |
have and it is my duty to see that others also enjoy their rights. In this connection, Laski has
rightly said that one man's right is one man's duty also. It is my duty to respect the rights of
others. If | have the right to life others also have the same and 'live and let live' is a very
meaningful saying. So it is my duty not to interfere in the life of others. | have the right to
freedom of religion, it is my duty also not to interfere in the religious affairs of others. A
famous Chinese philosopher Confucious has rightly said, “If you wish that others should
not misbehave with you, you should not also misbehave with them.”

4. Rights should be used for social Good—Rights are not only important for an
individual these have their social relevance also. The interest of a single individual cannot
be separated from the interest of the society. Therefore, while enjoying rights we should
always try to promote social interests. Rights are recognized by society and can be enjoyed
only in society. Therefore, it becomes our duty to use our rights to promote the welfare of
the society as a whole. According to Laski, “The Test of rights is their utility. The utility of
a right is therefore its value to all the members of the society.”

5. Duty towards the State—Rights are enforced and protected by the state and in the
absence of the state there can be no rights. Since state protects and enforces our rights, it
also becomes our duty to be loyal to the state. It is our duty to obey the laws of the state and
to pay taxes honestly. We should always be ready to defend the state because if the state is

not safe, our rights are also not safe. According to Laski, “Since the state guarantees and

maintains my rights, | have the duty to support the state.”

6. Rights without Duties are mere Powers—In the absence of duties, rights are mere
powers because rights without duties give freedom to man to do whatever he desires to do.
But when the duties get combined with rights then the individual has to enjoy rights by living
within the limits fixed by duties. In the olden times, the feudal lords used to collect revenue
from the peasants but they used to do nothing for their welfare. But in these days, the
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govermnment colleéts taxes from 1
to them. While expressing his vie
individual is concemed about his rights only an

then sooner no body's rights will be safe.”

Conclusion—0On the
rights and duties are closely rel
According to Mahatma Gandhi,

and rights they will get autormnatic
_and they forget about their duties. But they

be enjoyed. SO if | want my rights to be safe, | must perfo
in the world of duties.

[ESSAVANYRE[QUESTIC '

. What do you meaﬁ by Rights? Explain the different kinds of Rights.
' (G.N.D.U. April, 2007, Il Sem. 15,17,1 8)

draw the conclusion that

basis :
ated. In the absence r becomes meaningless.
' -~ dividuals, give them duties

ally. These days people are more worried about their rights
forget that in the absence of duties, rights cannot
m my duties honestly. Rights are

possible only

. Define the ternf Rights and discuss those rights that you think the modem state ought

to maintain.
OR

ne Rights. Discuss in brief the rights being enjoyed by the citizens in modern state.

Defi
(G.N.D.U. April, 2012)

OR

e various Civil, Political and Economic Rights which are being enjoyed by the

Discuss th
(G.N.D.U. April, 2005)

citizens in modem democratic state.
“Eyery state is known by the rights it maintains.” i

E ; s.” What rights should be gi
citizens in modem democratic state ? given 2 e
4. What do you mean by Duties ? Write down different kinds of Duties.

5. “Rights and Duties are co-related.” Discuss.(G.N.DU. Il Sem. 2016) (P.U. April 2005)

OR
“Rights imply Duties.” Discuss.
. OR
‘Rights and Duties are the two sides of the same coin.” Explain. (G.N.D.U. April 2008)
: OR o ’
Explain the relations between Rights and Duties. ' (G.N.D.U.II S 2014)
‘ .N.D.U. em.
ses00 kL
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